
VOL. XL, NUMBER 6 
NOVEMBER 2014 

 

American Helvetia 
Philatelic Society 

 
   

Everything is false, right? 
by Pierre Guinand, CPhH 

This article was published in the Schweizer Briefmarken Zeitung (SBZ) in December 2013, and is reprinted here 
with the gracious permission of the SBZ and the author.  The translation is by George Struble, assisted by 
Marian Freed. 

 In its sale of September 24, 2013, an 
important German auction house offered this card, 
franked with a little 5 c. green “Tell boy” and in 
addition – but all our interest is on this one! – a 
Lugano vignette of a greenish gray shade, a 
precursor of our airmail stamps.  Notable were the 
quality of the writing and the name of the 
addressee. 
 The Lugano precursor and the “Tell boy” are 
canceled by the usual large cancel (if we can use the 
word “usual” in the case of such a rare document) 
dated June 8, 1913, whose imprint is magnificently 
struck.  Two cancels attest that the card landed in 
Mendrisio the same day, then was delivered to 
Fescoggia on June 10 (a Tuesday).  To crown 
everything, the two large airmail cancels are of a 
very beautiful blue color, which makes this card a 
truly exceptional piece.  The lot was accompanied 
by a recent attestation by a Swiss expert (not a 
member of A.S.E.P). 
 However, this document awakens in us 
some less congenial memories,     (cont. on page 10) 
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Struble Wins INDYPEX 
and Helvetia Grand 
Awards 

George Struble’s exhibit “Development of 
Swiss Airmail up to 1939” won both the INDYPEX 
and Helvetia grand awards during the AHPS con-
vention in Indianapolis, Indiana, on September 26-
28. The jury also awarded him an INDYPEX  gold. 

Other top AHPS awards went to Roger 
Heath, Helvetia gold for “Mail Handled by the Ho-
tel Schweizerhof, Luzern”; his “Refused Mail of 
Switzerland”, Helvetia silver; and Charles 
LaBlonde, Helvetia bronze for “The Censorship of 
the Swiss World War II Cards”. All three exhibits 
also earned INDYPEX golds.  

Bruce Marsden received the Helvetia best 
one-frame award for “Swissair’s 1947 First Flight 
to North America”, which also won a show vermeil. 
His multi-frame “The Story of Swiss Philately” also 
won a show vermeil along with an award of honor 
from the American Association of Philatelic Exhib-
itors. 

A show vermeil and an AAPE award of 
honor also went to Harry Winter for “Switzerland: 
Charity Stamps for the Pro Juventute Foundation, 
the First 10 Years, 1912-1921”. 

Robert Zeigler received a show silver for his 
one-frame “World Headquarters of the Interna-
tional Refugee Organization at Geneva, 1947-
1952”.  

Richard Hall earned a show silver-bronze 
and the Helvetia novice award for “A Gallery of 
Swiss Artists” on Bundesfeier (national festival) 
cards.  

A show bronze went to David Durham for 
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”, a dis-
play of annual Swiss PTT holiday greeting cards.  

In the Court of Honor was “Mail between 
Switzerland and Colombia Using the SCADTA Air-
line, 1923-1937” by the late Ian Gilchrist, which 
received a show prix d’honneur gold.  

 
On the jury was Michael Peter, the AHPS 

central regional  trustee.  
 

Recent Winning Exhibits 
Anthony Dewey, “Uses of Swiss Federal Of-

ficial Stamps of 1942” (1 frame), PHILATELIC 
SHOW 14, vermeil. 

Deepak Haritwal, “Machine Vended Post-
age Labels of Switzerland 1976-2011”, NAPEX 14, 
vermeil, AAPE award of honor. 

Roger Heath, “Mail Handled at Hotel 
Schweizerhoff, Luzern”, SEAPEX 14, vermeil; “Re-
fused Mail of Switzerland”, SEAPEX 14, vermeil. 

Charles LaBlonde, “Swiss Special Flights of 
20 September 1944” (literature), STAMPSHOW 
14, silver; “Postal History of Swiss World War II 
Cards”, ROMPEX 14, vermeil. 

Bruce Marsden, “Campione d’Italia”, 
STAMPSHOW 14, silver. 

Michael Peter, “Swiss Zeppelin Mail to 
Americas 1930-1937”, AEROPHILATELY 14 
(Bellefonte, PA), FIP gold (92 points), national 
gold, Germany Philatelic Society silver. 

George Struble, “Development of Swiss 
Airmail up to 1939”, STAMPSHOW 14, C of C prix 
d’honneur gold; SEAPEX 14, gold, reserve grand; 
“Swiss SCADTA Mail”, SEAPEX 14, vermeil, APS 
1900-1940 excellence. 
 

Nominations for  
2015-2016 Officers 
 A nominations committee appointed by 
Robert Zeigler, retiring at the end of this year 
after four years as AHPS president, has submit-
ted the following slate for the upcoming election 
for the AHPS Board of Trustees: 
 President: Roger Heath, the current vice 

president. 
 Vice president: Charles LaBlonde, a former 

president during 1985-1988. 
 Secretary: Richard Hall, the current secre-

tary. 
 Treasurer: Bruce Marsden, the current 

treasurer. 
 Western regional trustee: Dana Nielsen, the 

current trustee. 
 Central regional trustee: Michael Peter, the 

current trustee. 
 Eastern regional trustee: Gerry Diamond, 

the auction manager. 
 Bob Zeigler will automatically replace 
Harlan Stone on the Board of Trustees as imme-
diate past president.  
 Serving on the nominations committee 
were Harlan Stone, Bruce Marsden and Michael 
Peter.  
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INDYPEX Happenings 
 The AHPS 2014 convention at INDYPEX in 
Indianapolis was a great success.  About 25 of our 
members, or nearly 10%, attended, which is excel-
lent given how widely we are scattered.  We had an 
outstanding representation as to exhibits, with a 
total of eleven, about 30% of all the exhibits in the 
show, and our quality was good too, as one of our 
members took home the Grand Award.  (See relat-
ed story on page 2.)   
 An informal dinner at the hotel restaurant 
Thursday evening, as well as an equally informal 
"show and tell" session on Friday afternoon, afford-
ing members a chance to discuss their recent expe-
riences and "finds."  
 I continue to be amazed at the depth of 
knowledge displayed by some of our members.  
Roger Heath, Dick Barton, Bruce Marsden, John 
Larson, Rudy Keller, and others spoke at the 
"show and tell" and shared their knowledge and 
interests. 
 Friday evening, over 20 members and 
spouses attended a pleasant German/Swiss dinner 
at the Rathskeller, a local restaurant near down-
town Indianapolis in a 19th-century building 
called the Athenaeum, designed by Clemens Von-
negut, grandfather of the more famous author 
Kurt Vonnegut.  Everyone who attended seemed to 
enjoy it very much. 

 On Saturday, a Board Meeting and a Gen-
eral Meeting took place.  At the Board meeting, we 
planned our future conventions through 2017.  The 
next one will be at NOJEX in Secaucus, in north-
ern New Jersey, in May 2015 (see related story by 
Bruce Marsden on this page), followed by a meet-
ing at SANDICAL in San Diego in January 2016.  
We are planning to meet at the St. Louis show in 
March 2017.  We have tentative plans to come to 
SEAPEX in 2018 in Seattle, though that is not yet 
certain.  There may also be a special meeting, not a 

full convention in late May of 2016 in connection 
with the New York International show, but plans 
for that are still tentative.  
 The General Meeting was also well attend-
ed, and there was a vigorous discussion of the fu-
ture of philately in general and Swiss philately in 
particular. 
 The Board noted that the auctions and 
sales circuits are both healthy, but members are 
especially urged to contact Emil Tobler, our Sales 
Circuit Manager, (see address on page 18) to ar-
range to send him sales books of material so he can 
put together more circuits.  He has only had 
enough to assemble five circuits during the past 
year, and there should be more.  Try to avoid 
common material; this is a specialist society after 
all, and garden variety material will not sell to 
most at this level. 
 A nominating committee has selected a 
slate of proposed officers and directors for the next 
two year term (see related story on page 2 by Har-
lan Stone, chair of that committee).  The Society 
was noted to be in good financial health, with 
membership stable at over 250, and at least three, 
maybe four, new members recruited during 
INDYPEX.  
 In all, it was a very congenial meeting.  
Hope you can be a part of the next one, at NOJEX 
next May! 
   Bob Zeigler 
   President 
 [Additional note by Editor: Congratulations 
and many thanks to the INDYPEX Committee for 
putting on an excellent show and hosting us very 
nicely, and to Bob Zeigler especially for his part in 
the AHPS arrangements!] 

 

AHPS invitation to 
NOJEX May 29-31, 2015 

by Bruce Marsden 
As a member of the NOJEX organizing 

committee, I am pleased to invite you to attend the 
next annual convention of the American Helvetia 
Philatelic Society next year in Secaucus, New Jer-
sey. 

NOJEX is the only World Series of Philate-
ly show in the metro-New York City region and is 
easily accessible to the many diverse non-philatelic 
attractions of the area.        (Continued on page 17)  

 
At the judges’ critique at INDYPEX.  The judge on the left at 
the table is our own member Mike Peter. 
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Swiss Self-Adhesive Stamps 
and Their Separation Varieties – Part 2 

by Steve Weston 
In December 2003, a vegetable peeler, a railway clock, and a chair were issued by the Swiss Post as 

new definitive stamps, the “Swiss Design Classics I” set. These stamps started various self-adhesive sepa-
ration complications.  

The 15c “Vegetable Peeler” (Z.1107) was issued as a single 
stamp to new issue collectors (and possibly as a counter sheet of sin-
gle stamps) and part of a booklet of ten stamps. The 
85c “Railway Clock” (Z.1108) was issued as a single, 
a counter sheet of singles, a booklet of ten stamps, 
and as a coil of probably 100 stamps. The 100c 
“Corbusier Chair” (Z.1109) was issued as a single, a 
counter sheet of singles, and a booklet of ten 
stamps. All three single stamps are shown in Fig. 1. 
 So, why are there complications? They are 
due to how the booklet stamp is die-cut differently 
than the single stamp. In order to have the booklet 

stamps fit closely together without resorting 
to having a bunch of single stamps affixed to 
the backing paper, the printing company 
modified the corner separation die-cut. A typ-
ical single stamp’s corner die-cut is shown in 
Fig. 2; while a booklet stamp’s corner die-cut 
is shown in Fig. 3.  
 The way booklet stamps are fitted is 
shown in Fig. 4. Note how the inner corners 
fit together to produce a corner die-cut like 
the one shown in Fig. 3. Also note how the 
four outside corners are cut differently than 
how a single stamp is cut, as in Fig. 2. 
 So, the three booklet stamps of “De-
sign I” are different than the single stamps 
and should be listed as different in Zumstein. 
But, only the 100c value has a unique catalog 
number, Z.1109H. I can’t answer as to why 
that is so.  

    
Fig. 1.  © Die Post 

 

    
Fig. 2.  The single stamp              Fig. 3.  The booklet stamp 

 
Fig. 4.  How the booklet stamps fit together.    © Die Post. 
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 Perhaps it’s because Z.1109H also has a printing 
difference. The single stamp, Z.1109, shows strong horizon-
tal lines in the flooring tiles (Fig. 5) while the booklet 
stamp, Z.1109H, has strong vertical lines (Fig. 6). 

One thing leads to another. Swiss Post had another 
problem with the 100c “Corbusier Chair”. A design copyright was enforced and Swiss Post had to withdraw 
the “Corbusier Chair” from sale and replace it with the 100c “Landi 
Chair” (Z.1120) on 31.III.2004 (Fig. 7). This stamp was issued as a 
single, a counter sheet of singles, and a booklet of ten stamps. But 
again, even though the separation cut of the booklet stamp is differ-
ent than the single stamp, only the single type is listed in Zumstein. 

There were two more “Design” stamps. The 50c “RiRi” or 
“Zipper” stamp (Z.1138) was issued as a single on 7.IX.2004. And, the 
220c “Pencil” stamp (Z.1161) was issued in single, counter sheet, and 
booklet forms on 10.V.2005. Somewhat inconsistently, Zumstein rec-
ognizes the booklet form of this stamp as Z.1161H. 

So, of the five “Design” booklet stamps, the Zumstein annual 
catalog lists two of them and 
omits the other three. Such 
complications went away – 
for a while. 

The next self-stick 
stamps issued (on 3.1.2005) were the four-language set “Big Things 
Begin with a Letter”, (Z.1147-50). This set was issued in single and 
booklet forms. The booklet stamps were identical to the singles. The 
annual Zumstein has a catalog entry for each single stamp, so no 
complications. 

On 10.5.2005, Swiss Post issued the 100c “Congratulations” 
stamp (Z.1167) which featured yellow butterflies on a blue back-
ground (Fig. 8). It also appeared as a single and in a booklet of ten 
stamps. The single form was distributed as if it was a booklet 
stamp in that each stamp had a “collar” around it. Again, there was 
no difference between the single and booklet forms and there is only 
one catalog number assigned. 

Before the year ended, complications returned, but from a 
sheet form instead of from a booklet form. The rather confusing, but 
colorful “My Stamp” set of two values, 50c and 100c, was issued on 
6.9.2005 (Z.1179-80). Again there is a single stamp form, but the 
separation is different from that used for the counter sheet of 20 
stamps (5 rows of 4 stamps).  

The 100c value of the single stamp is shown Fig. 9 (without 
the “collar” 
around the 
stamp as I 
originally re-
ceived it) and 
the sheet 
stamp is 
shown in Fig. 
10. The sheet 
stamp’s cor-
ners are clear-
ly different. 

    
Fig. 5.  Z. 1109 Single         Fig. 6.  Z. 1109H Booklet 

 
Fig. 7.  The “Landi Chair.”  © Swiss Post. 

 
Fig. 8.  With Collar. 

 
Fig. 9.  The Single Stamp. 

 
Fig. 10.  The Sheet Stamp.  © Swiss Post.  

10035 Destiny USA Drive 
Syracuse, NY 13290-0001 
TEL (315) 422-2331 
FAX (315) 422-2956 
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The annual Zumstein only catalogs the single forms of this set. Finding used examples of either 
value in the sheet form is difficult, especially the 50c stamp. 

I’ve wondered why this set was called “My Stamp”. It reminded me of the My Pictures folder in the 
My Documents folder of MS Windows XP. Here is what the 3/2005 issue of “Focus on Stamps” says about 
“My Stamp”: “Originally, Swiss Post had intended to introduce a new type of service for Switzerland under 
the same title. With this project, private individuals and companies would for the first time have been able 
to design their own individual stamps. However, after careful consideration of everything involved, Swiss 
Post decided for various reasons not to go ahead with the plan. Despite the change in the issue program the 
title “My Stamp” has been kept for the two special stamps.” 

That’s fine as far as it goes; but, what 
were the “various reasons”? Elsewhere in the 
same issue, Elsa Baxter, then Head of 
Stamps and Philately, Swiss Post, wrote, 
“Swiss Post decided not to go ahead with the 
idea, since stamps, like banknotes, are official 
vouchers of the country.  Besides, postage 
stamps have a tradition dating back 160 
years and are a valuable cultural asset, act-
ing as ambassadors for artistic creativity in 
miniature.  The contradictions with our issue 
policy were too great.” 

I’ll end Part 2 by illustrating an inva-
lid self-stick stamp that could have been is-
sued for use. Figure 11 shows the intended 
Sion 2006 Winter Olympic stamp as a block 
of four. This stamp might have been issued 
had Sion been chosen to be the site of the 
2006 Winter Olympics. It was designed in 
1999 and is an interesting hybrid of being die-cut to shape on one side and having serpentine cuts on the 
other three sides. It also would have been the first, at that time, tête-bêche issue since the Monuments is-
sues of the 1960s. I suspect that it was intended to be a booklet issue.  

I can’t say that 
I like the design very 
much. It is mentioned 
in the annual Zumstein 
catalog after Z.978 as 
being affixed to a sou-
venir card. Considering 
what it is, it has a ra-
ther high catalog value 
of SFr. 30. 

The following 
page is Part 2 of the 
table I prepared for 
self-stick stamps and 
their separation varie-
ties. I’ve added a few 
comments about a cur-
rent variety at the end 
of the page. By the 
way, if I’m wrong about 
any of this, please con-
tact me by email 
(stevew@westonmuir.com). 

 
Harry Winter and Bob Zeigler looking at covers 
at Fred Boatwright’s table at INDYPEX 

 
Fig. 11.  Unissued stamp.   © Die Post. 

 
Roger Heath looking at one of his two gold-
award-winning exhibits at INDYPEX 
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No End to Varieties 
There will always be self-

stick varieties. I think the prime 
reason for this prognostication is 
that the production process is so 
complicated and that producing 
reliable printing proofs is very 
expensive. My case in point is the 
recent “change of paper” for the 
2013 Christmas stamps. “Focus on 
Stamps”, 1/2014, contains a note 
about this and offers collectors the 
opportunity (thank you, SP) to ob-
tain the “change of paper” variety. 
Notice that I am placing “change 
of paper” in quote marks. I really 
don’t think that this situation is 
entirely due to a paper change. 
Rather I think it is due to “techni-
cal problems” encountered by the 
printer. And, as the Focus note 
says, “[O]ur 2013 Christmas 
stamps have had to be printed in 
two stages. This has also required 
two different types of paper.” 

So, what might the “tech-
nical problems” be? I think the 
printers (Enschedé) and SP dis-
covered an incompatibility be-
tween the intended warm appear-
ance of the stamps and the optical 
brighteners in the paper used for 
the initial runs. So, the printers 
probably switched to a less bright 
paper. But, reading elsewhere 
that the stamps produced in 
subsequent runs are on yellowish 
paper and the “Focus” note about 
printing in two stages, leads to 
this speculation (I have not yet 
seen the “change of paper” 
stamps): the printer ran the web 
to print a yellowish under print 
across the entire web and then, in 
the second stage, printed the 
stamps. 

Maybe these “cute” prob-
lems are why we collect stamps? 
They are for me. 
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Matterhorn Meanderings 
by Richard T. Hall, CPhH 

Now that SwissPost’s SMS franking is permanent (see TELL, November 2013), I have a couple of 
questions.  I wonder how they can check if someone mails two letters and repeats the code on the second 
item.  Or, once you know the format of the codes, inventing one.  Do they have an optical character reader 
scanning all the mail for the codes?  Can any of our Swiss members help us? 

It’s 2015 catalog time and we have some new formats and participants this year.  The 2015 SBK 
catalog appears unchanged from last year save price revisions.  The 2015 little Zumstein comes in two ver-
sions now – the regular printed version and an app version.  You can download the app version from the 
App Store for $25.  To use it you must have access to the web as the catalog is web-based (you can’t down-
load it to your device).  It is not recommended for a smart phone as the screen is too small to be able to read 
it.  However, on my iPad in the portrait orientation it is quite legible.  You can do the usual two-finger en-
largement but that has its limitations.  The illustrations for the 50c coil and sheet values of the 1986/89 
definitive pixilate before you can see the stroke on the side of the “T”.  Admittedly, my iPad doesn’t have a 
retina screen so I don’t know if the higher resolution screen will show the differences.  Zumstein has added 
a nice feature this year, a summary of the Tell Boy, Tell bust, Helvetia bust, and Helvetia with Sword 
definitives.  The summary makes it much easier to find the catalog number of a specific stamp rather than 
searching through many pages of the catalog.  Zumstein lists the Pro Juventute Briefli and postcards that 
the SBK catalog doesn’t.  The app is nice for referring to at a stamp show without having to carry around 
the catalog.  Unfortunately, you can’t circle the stamps you have or need. 

Another app has also appeared on the scene, this time from Scott.  You can now download the Swit-
zerland pages from the regular Scott catalog for $7.99 without having to buy the whole volume for around 
$100.  It also is web-based so you have to have access to the internet to use it.  Now you can tell that dealer 
who doesn’t use Zumstein which stamp you want by its Scott number.  The app is simply extracted from 
the regular catalog, ads and all.  A few things I’ve noticed.  First the illustrations of the two types of the 
cross in oval control marks are squished horizontally, making them useless.  Second, Scott is now listing 
the four versions of the first postage due set – Types I and II, both normal and inverted frames.  The differ-
ences are clearly illustrated.  (Full disclosure: I supplied the scans for the illustrations.)  This new listing 
should spike an interest in these stamps by those who don’t use Zumstein.  For eight bucks, the app is a 
bargain. 

 
Now to the latest installment in post office changes. 

1.  On July 31, 2014, the post office at 1030 Bussigny-près-Lausanne changed its name to 1030 Bussigny.  The 
first usage of the new name was on August 2, 2014. 

2.  On August 14, 2014, the post office at 3937 Baltschieder (canton Valais) was closed [assumed by 3930 Visp] 
3.  On August 15, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 
 3423 Ersigen (canton Bern) [assumed by 3422 Kirchberg BE] 
 4142 Münchenstein 3 Zollweiden (canton Basel Landschaft) [assumed by 4142 Münchenstein 1] 
4.  On August 23, 2014, the post office at 1261 Le Vaud (canton Vaud) was closed [assumed by 1196 Gland] 
5.  On August 30, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 
 2807 Pleigne (canton Jura) [assumed by 2800 Delémont 1] [K-cancel K 1059 was last used on that date] 
 9011 St. Gallen 11 St. Georgen [assumed by 9000 St. Gallen] 
6.  On September 4, 2014, the post office at 6287 Aesch (canton Luzern) was closed [assumed by 6294 Ermensee] 

[K-cancel K 1418 was last used on that date] 
7.  On September 9, 2014, the post office at 4153 Reinach BL 2 Surbaum (canton Basel Landschaft)  
 [assumed by 4153 Reinach BL 1] 
8.  On September 12, 2014, the post office at 1715 Alterswil (canton Fribourg) was closed  
 [assumed by 1712 Tafers] 
9.  On September 27, 2014, the post office at 8545 Rickenbach (canton Zürich) was closed  
 [assumed by 8542 Wiesendangen] 
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10.  On September 30, 2014, the post office at 9423 Altenrhein (canton St. Gallen) was closed  
 [assumed by 9423 Altenrhein] [K-cancel K 766 was last used on that date, after over 34 years!] 
11.  On October 3, 2014, the post office at 4437 Waldenburg (canton Basel Landschaft) was closed  
 [assumed by 4434 Hölstein] [K-cancel K 779 was last used on that date, also after over 34 years] 
12.  On October 4, 2014, the following post offices were closed: 
 2023 Gorgier (canton Neuchâtel) [assumed by 2024 St-Aubin-Sauges]  
  [K-cancel K 845 was last used on that date, after 33 years] 
 8402 Winterthur 2 Obertor (canton Zürich) [assumed by 8404 Winterthur 4] 
13.  On October 8, 2014, the post office at 8605 Gutenswil (canton Zürich) was closed  
 [assumed by 8606 Nänikon] 
 

That’s it for this installment. 
 

A SCADTA Forerunner Cover 
by George Struble 

In the early 1920s, SCADTA (Sociedad 
Colombo-Alemana de Transportes Aereos) initi-
ated air service between the coast and the inte-
rior of Colombia, which greatly improved the 
transit time for mail.  Theirs was not a govern-
ment service, and it had no standing with the 
Universal Postal Union, so it issued its own 
stamps to be sold and put on letters.  The 
stamps were overprinted for use in 21 coun-
tries; those for use from Switzerland had the 
overprint S.  First, the overprints were 
handstamped; later they were machine-
stamped.  The stamps were usually sold 
through the Colombian consulate in the coun-
try; in Switzerland, this was in Bern. 

On July 17, 1923, the SCADTA stamps 
with hand-overprinted S became available in 
Bern.  Some other countries, including Germany, had SCADTA stamps earlier.  The company Philippi & 
Hermann, in Basel, close to the German border, was aware of the SCADTA stamps in Germany.  Not want-
ing to be at a disadvantage to its German competitors, they acquired some, with overprint A for Alemagne, 
and used them for their own letters from Basel. 

How did this work?  In the earliest days of SCADTA service, an awkward system using two enve-
lopes was necessary.  Philatelists call this the “two-cover system.”  A letter addressed to someone in the 
Colombian interior would be placed in a larger envelope and mailed to the SCADTA office in Barranquilla 
on the Colombian coast.  The larger envelope might have contained several letters.  In Barranquilla, the 
larger envelope was opened, and the letters within were sent on their way, first by SCADTA planes and 
then by the Colombian postal system.  The Colombian postage was affixed in Barranquilla.   

This cover was mailed to Wirz and Co. in Bogota by Philippi & Hermann sometime in March of 
1923.  It may have been sent to Berlin (or somewhere else in Germany?) to be forwarded with a SCADTA 
stamp from there, or it may have been mailed directly from Basel to Barranquilla; since we don’t have the 
outer envelope, we can’t know.  The 3 centavos of Colombian postage was affixed in Barranquilla.  The cov-
er received its SCADTA cancellation in Barranquilla on April 9, 1923.  The 30 centavos of SCADTA postage 
was correct for up to 15 grams.  It was flown to Girardot in the Colombia interior and arrived in Bogota on 
April 11. 

Only five covers from Switzerland with the handstamped A overprint are known.   
Reference: Struble, George, “SCADTA,” TELL March 2009, p.1 
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Everything is false, right? 
(continued from page 1)   as well buried in our 
memory as in a filing cabinet, among painfully less 
respectable items.  Let’s see …  This time it’s a let-
ter.  The same franking (5 c. “Tell boy” and Lugano 
precursor, equally greenish gray, the two cancels on 
them equally in blue), the same cancels of arrival 
and distribution (respectively MENDRISIO -
8.VI.13.-8 and FESCOGGIA 10.VI.13).  Moreover, a 
very beautiful supplementary imprint is struck on 
the front of the envelope.  The cancels of arrival and 
distribution are found on the back.  The similarities 
in the writing indicate clearly that the creator of 
these two documents is the same person.   

We indeed say “creator” and not “sender” be-
cause it is certain that they were not mailed! 

We examine now more carefully the two 
postal cancels.  That of Mendrisio is an imitation of 
middling success: the “D” is a little too small, the “S” 
is too close to the outer circle, but most importantly 
the cross that should occupy the base of the cancel 
was forgotten … a distraction difficult to understand 
in a conscientious forger!  The Fescoggia cancel is 
done better. 

The German auction house was naturally 
informed of the forgery.  During a meeting of the 
CEPL, we presented the case of these two items, 
and one of the members present immediately asked 
for a pause and began to strum on his miracle box 
… to announce to us a few seconds later that a third 

example, in all points similar to the first two, had 
just been sold a few hours earlier, for $873 US, on 
eBay (thank you, Arnold!).  A price relatively low for 
a card of that quality, but all the same much too high 
for a forgery. 
 Nine bids were made on this lot, curiously 
presented as “Hotel Post Lugano-Ticino Cover”.  The 
seller, who lives in New York and who is very proba-
bly honest, attached an excellent value estimate, but 
the piece was not accompanied by a certificate. 
 So then everything is false in these docu-
ments?  But no, see: the “Tell boy” itself is a perfectly 
genuine stamp! 
 

 
The card sold September 17 on eBay 

 
On the left, with their numbers, the authentic cancellations, 
taken from the Güller archive books; on the right, the forged 
cancellations 
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The Swiss Post Pioneers the  
“Vignette Postal Card” in 1923 

by Ulrich Fehlmann, Bern, ulrich.fehlmann@gmx.ch 
This article was first published in the Schweizerischen Briefmarken-Zeitung (SBZ), 5-6, 2013.  It was trans-
lated into English by Albrik Wiederkehr and Robert Wightman, and the English translation was published in 
Der Ganzsachensammler, May 2014.  It is published here with the gracious permission of the SBZ, Der 
Ganzsachensammler, and the author and translators. 
 Switzerland was the first country in Europe to issue postal cards with drawn or photographed vi-
gnettes. Many European countries followed the Swiss lead in the years following: The Netherlands in 1924, 
Austria, Germany and Luxembourg in 1927, Belgium in 1929, Liechtenstein in 1930, Italy in 1933, etc. Es-
pecially many and long series were issued by Switzerland, Germany, Austria and Italy. 
 Vignette postal cards are cards with an indicium (postal stationery) and a vignette on 
the address side, less frequently on the back or on both sides, all imprinted and issued by the 
Post Office. The vignettes are mostly rectangular or square and in the same colour as the indi-
cia (later also multicolour). 
 Vignette postal cards should not be confused with some other cards with similar characteristics, i.e.: 

 View cards with a vignette but without an indicium. 
 Postal cards with a private imprint of a vignette (on either side of the card (Fig. 1). 
 Privately ordered postal cards with a vignette (Fig. 3). 
 Pseudo vignette postal card for advertising purposes (Fig. 2). 

 

 
Fig. 1. Postal card with a private imprint of a vignette. 

 
Fig. 2. Pseudo vignette postal card for advertising purposes. 

      
Fig. 3. Privately ordered postal card PrP 56 with an imprinted picture on the back. 
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Prologue 
Illustrated postal cards as precursors to vignette postal cards appeared in 1882 in Bavaria – special postal 
card for the industrial exhibition in Nuremberg with a photograph of the exhibition building (Fig. 4), in 
1890 in Brazil – postal card with an overprint of a drawn motive of the sugar loaf (Fig. 5) and in 1894 in 
Portugal – postal card to commemorate Henry the Navigator (Fig. 6).  The famous Mulready postal enve-
lopes issued by the British Post Office showing Britannia can be considered as precursors to vignette postal 
stationery (Fig. 7). 

 

 The New Zealand Post Office issued in 1899 a series of vignette postal cards.  These so called “picto-
rial postcards” show on the address side various views.  These were followed in 1900 by a further series, 
this time with 16 different scenes of the Boer War, and in 1901 by a third series with views of New Zea-
land. 

 
Fig. 7. One penny Mulready envelope from Great Britan 1840. 

 
Fig 4. Bavarian postal card 1882 

 
Fig. 5. Brazilian postal card 1890 

 
Fig. 6. Postal card from the Azores (Portugal) 1894. 
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 Switzerland’s Post Office, the first in Europe to issue vignette postal cards, could thereby solve a 
decade old problem.  In the early 1900s the Swiss tourist industry requested the issue of Swiss stamps with 
designs to stimulate tourism.  In spring 1907 the Association of Swiss Tourist Offices submitted a demand 
to the Swiss Federal Council:  The planned definitive issue of the Tell Boy and Helvetia Bust should be re-
placed by aesthetically more attractive subjects.  The Swiss Federal Council rejected this demand because 
it was impossible to produce graphically effective landscapes on stamps of this size in letterpress.  In the 
following years the Swiss postal administration repeatedly received similar requests from organizations 
and private persons.  In 1914 the Swiss Post issued for the first time large size stamps with mountain 
landscapes in considerably more expensive copper plate printing (face values of 3, 5 and 10 Swiss Francs). 
 

The development of the first Swiss vignette postal cards 
 In 1922 the tourist office of the town of Berne submitted a request to the head post office to suggest 
that Swiss postal cards be overprinted with landscapes and city views.  This request was apparently so de-
tailed and attractive, that the Post signed in January 1923 a contract with the tourist office of Berne, 
which stipulated the details for the issue of the first vignette postal cards for domestic and international 
use.  The following was agreed (PTT-archive, PAA 02057): 

 The vignettes should represent towns and landscapes, but also the postal bus services on Swiss al-
pine routes. 

 The tourist office of the town of Berne was responsible for acquiring the pictures and drawings, 
which were to be approved by the Post. 

 The maximum size of the vignettes was to be 52 x 23 mm, and these were to be printed in the same 
colour as the indicia. 

 The tourist office could request from interested parties a printing cost contribution not to exceed 
400 Swiss Francs for domestic cards and 150 Swiss Francs for international cards. 

 The vignette postal cards would be sold by the Post Office at the face value of the indicia. 
 The first printing run would cover 9.6 million domestic and 1.6 million international cards. 
 The tourist office of Berne was to reimburse half of the net profit in excess of 4000 Swiss Francs to 

the Post. 
 The tourist office of Berne wrote to 125 
towns and villages and their tourist offices to obtain 
pictures or drawings for this purpose.  Many did 
not reply or said they were not interested.  There-
fore the first issue could only cover half of the 96 

planned subjects; 20 were 
used for domestic and 28 for 
international cards.  Forty-
three of the vignettes showed 
a town, village, hotel or bath 
and five showed a pass route 
with a postal bus (Fig. 8).  Six artists produced pen drawings of these selected pic-
tures for printing purposes. 
 The graphic artist Karl Bickel received the order to design the indicia and 
the layout of the cards (note: Karl Bickel was later asked to design many Swiss 

 
Fig. 8.  Postal card 85.07. 

 
Fig. 9.  Draft card by Karl Bickel (MfK) 

 
Fig. 10.  Design by 
Karl Bickel accepted 
for printing. 
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stamps).  The desire was to get away from the traditional stamp subject of Wilhelm Tell and his son and 
produce a very simple design, which would not interfere with the impression the vignettes were to give.  
From the various drafts, the Post selected a decorated numeral for the two face values of 10c and 25c (Figs. 
9 and 10). 
 

The issue of 1923-1924 
 Already on the 1st of June 1923 the first vi-
gnette postal cards were available for international 
use and on the 6th of June those for domestic use.  
During the following months several other postal 
cards were issued based on the same design: postal 
cards without a vignette, booklets of postal cards 
with and without vignettes, reply paid postal cards 
at 10c + 10c and 25c + 25c without vignettes.  At the 
beginning of 1924 the 10c postal card and the reply 
paid postal cards were re-issued, this time with a 
vertical bar, which was forgotten in the first issue.  
In 1924 the 25c postal cards (together with older in-
ternational cards) received an overprint of the in-
dicium with 20c because of the reduction of the tariff 
for international postcards (Fig. 11).  Of interest for 
postal stationery collectors are the gift booklets donated to high officials in the years 1923-25.  These con-
tain the vignettes of the postal cards and one especially large postal card at 10c and 25c each (later 20c).  
See also my separate article in “Der Ganzsachensammler” Number 105 of December 2013, which provides 
a lot more information on these gift booklets. 
 

Public reactions to this novelty 
 The vignette postal cards received an overwhelming welcome by the public and the 10c cards were 
completely sold out by the autumn of 1923.  
 Despite this public success, the Post re-
ceived a number of critical comments.  Many news-
papers reported that the Post Office had lost its 
taste for art and was merely imitating the German 
stamps of 1921.  This was the era shortly after 
World War I, when anti-German sentiment among 
the Swiss population was high. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that many journalists were complaining 
about the copying of German designs in the absence 
of any Swiss ideas, etc.  An unknown person created 
a card representing German stamps next to the 10c 
indicium and mailed it on 27.6.23 in an envelope to 
the head office of the Post in Berne (Fig. 12).  He or 
she wrote on the reverse side of the card: “When one 
buys a new postal card one comes to believe that we 
have a German Post Office.  Why does one always copy foreign foolishness? and especially that from Ger-
many.  Don’t we have any artists in Switzerland?  We all want Swiss craft and not foreign works.  We are 
still an independent nation.  Germanisation must be eliminated in Switzerland.  The heirs of Wilhelm Tell.” 
(PTT-archive, PAA 02057). 
 Karl Bickel, who designed these cards, was so upset and insecure that he fled into the Alps, where 
he hid in a remote lodge during the summer.  He wrote from there on 23.6.23 to the head office of the Post 
in pencil: “I have received your letter in a remote alpine hut, where there is plenty of milk but no ink.  The 
conceptual design of the indicia was totally independent from the German stamp design.”  The Post ac-

 
Fig. 11. Postal card 95.21 with ZNo 181.1 A.09 and ZNo 
191. 

 
Fig. 12. Anonymous card, 82.02 with addition of ZNo 153, 
MiNo 179 and MiNo 182. 
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cepted his defence and calmed down the situation.  They wrote to the newspapers which had denigrated 
the new vignette postal cards. 

 The “Neue Zürcher 
Zeitung”, which for years 
had a well-known philatelic 
column, repeatedly wrote 
critically about the vi-
gnettes, considering them 
as bad style and displeas-
ing to the eye.  They found 
fault with the graphic lay-
out of many views over-

loaded with details, like Engelberg (Fig. 13), Leukerbad, Solothurn-
Bastion, etc. The three vignettes printed in upright format were dis-
pleasing because one had to turn the card to contemplate the picture 
(Figs. 14 and 15). The vignettes of the series issued 
between 1924 and 1964 were printed without ex-
ception in rectangular or square format. 
 Many towns, villages and organisations felt 
ignored by the selection of the pictures for the 1923 
vignettes. It was noticed that sizeable towns and 
known tourist places were not represented (Biel-
Bienne, Genève, Grindelwald, St. Moritz or Winter-
thur).  The Post could answer with a smile on their 
face that they were contacted several times without 
success and were welcome to enlist for the coming 
issues.  From a few larger places, which were con-
tacted regularly, no cards were produced at all: the 
principal cantonal towns of Altdorf, Appenzell, Gla-
rus, Sarnen, Stans and further places like Biasca, 
Bodio, Grenchen, Langnau, Visp, Wettingen, Wetzikon, etc. 
 In the years after 1923 the critical voices quieted, but there were always details getting attention, 
e.g. the indicia of 1929/30 with the Mater Fluviorum (“housewife emptying her water jar such that it really 
is pouring”, as per “Das Werk”) or the indicia of 1931-1934 with the contours of Switzerland (“a picture 
puzzle where one hardly guesses that it represents a postage stamp” as per the “Appenzeller Zeitung”). 
 

Reactions to the Swiss vignette postal cards abroad 
 Despite some crabby voices within Switzerland, the vignette postal cards were a success abroad.  
On 12.7.1923 Minister Schenk, the director of the Berlin post, wrote to the head office of the Post: “Dear 
Dr. Furrer, during my holiday I received your letter with the new Swiss postal cards, showing on the face 
landscapes and town views opposite the indicium.  I find this idea original and very successful; it will dif-
fuse the beauties of your country throughout the whole world and bring new admirers and friends.  One 
can merely wish you wholehearted success in the realization of this concept.  Hoping that you, your hon-
oured wife and your children are well, I remain with my best wishes and regards, yours faithfully W. 
Schenk.” (PTT-archive, PAA 02057). 
 The Postal Ministry of the German Reich wrote on 10.10.1923 from Berlin: “By all accounts the sub-
ject postal administration issued a series of postal cards, which pursue publicity purposes, and are officially 
sold at the Post Office counters.  Since we have also received many requests to produce similar postal cards 
here, I would be pleased to receive information on the experience with these cards, the type of publicity, 
and whether the sale of these cards is made with a deviation to the standard tariff for postal cards”. (PTT-
archive, PAA 02057). 
 This letter was answered by the director of the head office of the Post on the 20th of October: “In re-
ply to your letter of the 10th of October, I am pleased to provide the Postal Ministry of the German Reich 

 
Fig. 13. Vignette of postal card 82.08. 

    
Fig 14. Vignettes of postal  
cards 82.13 and 85.17. 

 
Fig 15. Vignette postal card 85.12. 
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with a copy of the Official Swiss Post and Telegraph Gazette, which contains the details on the introduction 
of postal cards with vignettes of landscapes and city views.  In addition I would like to point out the follow-
ing: This first issue is a trial for which we employed a number of artists for the graphical-artistic editing of 
the individual pictures.  However, not all artists were fully familiar with the techniques to be applied.  This 
resulted in differences in the graphic-technical layout of the individual pictures for this trial series.  To 
avoid a competition with the private view card industry we kept the vignettes in modest size and mono-
chrome.  (The tourist industry would have preferred multi-coloured vignettes).  These measures resulted in 
modest additional production costs and allow these vignette postal cards to be sold at the normal tariff for 
postal cards without any additional charge.  However, the tourist office of Berne is under contract to ac-
quire the pictures and to pay for the original printing plates for this series of cards and thereby is author-
ized to collect a reasonable fee from the interested parties (tourist offices and private organizations).  This 
novelty has generally been well received by the public so that we already plan to issue a new series in 
spring of next year.  To what extent the sale of postal cards was stimulated by these vignette postal cards 
is difficult to assess.” (PTT-archive, PAA 02057). 
 Letters with similar contents were received by the Post also from the postal administrations of The 
Netherlands and Belgium, and a few years later from the United Kingdom.  A return letter was usually 
written summarizing the success of these cards.  
 

Epilogue 
 For the Post and the tourist office of Berne the promotion with these cards brought a financial suc-
cess.  Already in the autumn of 1923 the tourist office of Berne paid to the Post a surplus of 600 Swiss 
Francs and was allowed to continue for the next several years to acquire the pictures for the new series. 
Then in 1930 the Post decided to do this itself and thereby reduced the fees for the vignettes to 150 Swiss 
Francs for domestic postal cards and to 100 Swiss Francs for international postal cards.  
 For the 1924 issue of the vignette postal cards the Post asked the artist Walter Reber to design the 
new indicia.  New pictures were selected for the vignette postal cards to be issued, 20 each for domestic and 
international use.  Many of the towns and villages that felt excluded from the 1923 issue managed to get 
their pictures on the cards during the following years. 
 Some years later the Post had to defend itself on two occasions against compensation claims by 
third parties.  In 1930 Mr. H. Clare, a printing shop manager, claimed to be the inventor of the vignette 
postal cards.  He was reimbursed for his invention with a mere 100 Swiss Francs by his earlier sponsor, the 
tourist office of Berne.  Even though the Swiss post had profited from H. Clare’s idea, they rejected the de-
mand for additional compensation.  In 1932 Mr. W. Peyer affirmed in the “Papeterist” that “the illustra-
tions of landscapes and city views on postal cards issued by the Swiss Post were severely damaging the 
business of view cards and the tariff increase would practically strike dead the view card business.”  The 
post head office answered that this could not be true, because the number of view cards handled over the 
years at the printed matter tariff had increased substantially more than the sales of the vignette postal 
cards and also that the space available for the vignette was considerably smaller than the picture side of 
the view card. 
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 The Swiss Post printed vignette postal cards for many years, but discontinued this in 1964 to the 
distress of many postal stationery and local postal history collectors. 
 

Literature 
 Dr. Ernst Schlunegger: Die Bildpostkarten der Schweiz 1924-1964, 2010 
 Historisches Archiv und Bibliothek PTT Bern: PAA 02057/Nr. 680 and GB 0105 

(Catalogue numbers as per Zumstein Ganzsachen Schweiz und Spezialkatalog Schweiz Zumstein, 
Deutschland-Katalog Michel) 
 

Picture credits 
 Fig. 3: Armando Lualdi, Glarus 
 Fig. 4: Bernd Schwabe, Hannover (Internet; postal card) 
 Fig. 5 and 6: Peter Bamert, Solothurn 
 Fig. 9 and 10: Museum für Kommunikation, Bern (Draft postal card 10c; draft “10” for postal cards) 
 Fig. 12: PTT-archive Berne, from PAA 02057 
 All other figures scanned by the author 

 

Acknowledgements 
My thanks extend to all who were so kind to assist in the realization of this work, especially the gentlemen 
Dr. Peter Bamert, Armando Lualdi, Dr. Ernst Schlunegger and Albrik Wiederkehr, and the ladies Made-
leine Burri, Historical Archives and Library PTT, CH-3030 Berne and Olivia Strasser, lic. phil., trustee of 
the philatelic collection and library, Museum für Kommunikation, Helvetiastrasse 16, CH-3005 Bern. 

 

AHPS invitation to NOJEX May 29-31, 2015 
(Continued from page 3)   The show hotel, the Clarion Hotel Empire Meadowlands Hotel, is very reasona-
bly priced for the metropolitan area, currently offering prepaid rooms from $89 per night for the 
AHPS/NOJEX dates at the hotel website: http://www.clarionhotel.com/hotel-secaucus-new_jersey-NJ318.  

While NOJEX has upward of 200 exhibit frames available, the AHPS is one of two visiting societies 
next year so I suggest downloading the 2015 prospectus from the NOJEX website http://www.nojex.org and 
submitting one or more at your earliest convenience.  If you prefer a paper prospectus to be mailed to you, 
please write to me at the address in the officers section of Tell.  Reserve your exhibit space now!  All exhib-
its are welcome.  Let’s see if we can match or beat our successful exhibit turnout this year at INDYPEX. 

Besides the AHPS exhibiting competition, we will also have a Friday presentation and show and 
tell session, an AHPS society dinner (guests welcome) at a nice area restaurant, a Saturday general mem-
bership meeting, and a Sunday morning swap session.  A society table will be available at the show for in-
formal socializing, Swiss collector recruitment, and distribution of free Swiss stamps to kids of all ages. 

For non-philatelic entertainment, easy access to New York City’s Times Square in 25 minutes is 
provided by hourly bus service offered by New Jersey Transit from a stop just one block from the hotel.  
The timetable for bus route 129 can be downloaded from http://www.njtransit.com/pdf/bus/T1124.pdf.  
From the Port Authority Bus Terminal, subway lines and taxicabs are available to all destinations in the 
city. 

For drivers, free parking is available at the hotel.  Flyers will find the most convenient airport is 
Newark Liberty (EWR).  Arriving Amtrak and Long Island Railroad passengers at New York Penn Station 
can reach Secaucus station only one stop away on frequent New Jersey Transit train departures. 

Please let me know if I can answer any questions for you or be of assistance.  And welcome to New 
Jersey! 
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The American Helvetia Philatelic Society 
(AHPS) is a non-profit educational organ-
ization with IRS 501(c)3 status.  AHPS is 
dedicated to the advancement of Swiss 
philately and building a community of 
members who share an interest in Swiss 
philately. 

TELL is the primary means of communication 
among AHPS members.  The goals of TELL 
are 
 inform its readers about Swiss philately 
 support the activities of AHPS 
 provide publishing opportunities for 

research in Swiss philately 
 serve needs of AHPS members 

Plan to attend/exhibit at these AHPS 
conventions and shows: 
May 29-31, 2015: NOJEX – Secaucus, New 
Jersey; Contact: Bruce Marsden 
January 2016: SANDICAL, San Diego 
March 2017: St. Louis, Mo.; Contact: Michael 
Peter 



November 2014   19   TELL  

Eureka! Finally Found an 'EKU' 
(Earliest Known Usage)! 

by John Barrett 
 About 1999, I bought my first 'SBK' and noticed the 'Fruhdaten' be-
ing listed (not in the Zumstein) for the Standing Helvetia issues and others.  
Since the 2000 Zumstein 'Spezialkat' was soon coming out, I waited to see 
any updated 'Fruhdaten' and compare, etc. I noticed that the ('SBK') EKU 
for 69B was 31.IX.89, but listed as  31.VII.89 in the  Spezial-2000.  Two 
months difference.  A typo?  Possible, but in any case, I began searching for 
any EKUs for these issues, with the help of my binocular microscope!  
 I quickly learned from Monsieur Guinand that this is a very tedious 
exercise requiring good eyesight! 
 This EKU date remained valid thru the 2013 SBK, until I spotted an 
earlier date (?) in an English auction in mid-December.  A scan confirmed a 
new earlier date (by 5 days), since then confirmed by friend Guinand.  Have 
other AHPS members been checking out these dates?  You just might be as 
lucky! 
 The cancel is from Ermatingen, Kt. Thurgau, on Lake Constance.  A very ancient town, known to 
exist since about 750 AD, for fishing, shoe manufacture, woodworking; its population is about 3200, with 
only 1.7% unemployment!  Can we send some US unemployed there?! 
 There have been no earlier dates in 31 of the 59 Standing Helvetia stamps (excluding the 'rare 6') 
since 1999. Contact me with some new ones (after you clean your glasses!). John Barrett: 
jstrubelboy@aol.com 

 

What Else is Going On? 
by George Struble 

The Communications Museum in Luzern 
and the National Library in Bern are cooperating 
on a special show “Im Feuer der Propaganda: Die 
Schweiz und der Erste Weltkrieg” (In the fire of 
Propaganda: Switzerland and the First World 
War).  The show is from  August 21 to November 9; 
some of the activities are in Luzern; some in Bern. 

In addition to the Swiss exhibits reported 
in the Awards article on page 2, some of our mem-
bers have won awards for non-Swiss exhibits.  

At the Aerophilately stamp show in May, Cheryl 
Ganz won the single-frame Grand award and an 
American Air Mail Society Special Prize for her 
exhibit “LZ-129 Hindenburg Onboard Postmarks”.  
At INDYPEX, Harlan Stone won a gold award, the 
American Philatelic Congress Award, and the In-
diana Stamp Club 20th Century Award for “The 
difficult First Day for the U.S. 1948 Harlan F. 
Stone Stamp”. 

Also at INDYPEX, the AHPS members 
spent most of our time at the table of Fred Boat-
wright; who brought more Swiss covers than the 
rest of the dealers combined.  You can reach him at 
stampooh@centurylink.net. 

 

 
The stamp is upside down so the  
cancel will be right side up 

 

Swiss Postal Stationery Collectors Society 
 

 

Inquiries or Membership:  

    Albrik J. Wiederkehr, Rue du Carroz 5, CH-1278 La Rippe 
    E-mail: albrikwi@bluewin.ch 
Website: http://www.ganzsachen.ch 
 



20  TELL   November 2014 
 


